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Intro

Today we will 7"pa learn 33 q7 of 1y noon
Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

More discussion about the process of lighting torches in order
to inform the public of the new month.

Various Aggadic teachings related to Pesukim quoted by our
Gemara.

The actual process of examining and questioning the witnesses
who have come forth to testify about seeing the new moon

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about
include:

VNN mIY

In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis
in the Bais HaMikdash.

When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to

Y erushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the
beginning of the new month.

Once the new month was proclaimed, Beis Din at first used the
system of torches - and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those
months which contained Y omim Tovim or fast days that are
dependent upon the date of the month.

“on wTIn - a deficient month of 29 days

X5» wTN - a full month of 30 days

Let's explain:

The lunar month consists of either 29 or 30 days.

If the o7 came on the 30th day of the month, and testified that
they saw the new moon, the Beis Din would proclaim that day
to be wTIN WK1 - the first day of the new month, leaving the
outgoing month with 29 days, a 9on wmn - a deficient month.
If the o7y did not come on the 30th day of the month - or even if
no 07y came at all - the Beis Din would proclaim the 31st day
of the month to be wN WK1 - the first day of the new month,
leaving the outgoing month with 30 days, a Xo>» wn - a full
month.

The process of
lighting torches
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Various Aggadic teachings
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. So let's review.....

We had learned on the previous Daf that torches would be lit

NOBWTIN  IOnYTIn
from mountain to mountain, reaching all the way to the 751 in i i i i

order to inform Klal Yisrael of the new month.

Before we proceed, let's clarify the terms 30 29

Jon wnn - a deficient month of 29 days DAYS DAYS
_— _—

Ro» W - a full month of 30 days
The lunar month consists of either 29 or 30 days.
If the o7 came on the 30th day of the month, and testified that

they saw the new moon, the Beis Din would proclaim that day DTV did not come If the DTV came
to be TN WK - the first day of the new month, leaving the

outgoing month with 29 days, a 9on wmn - a deficient month. on the 30th da}/ on the 30th dﬂy
If the ©7v did not come on the 30th day of the month - or even if or Zf 710 DYTD

no 07y came at all - the Beis Din would proclaim the 31st day
of'the month to be wmn wr - the first day of the new month,
leaving the outgoing month with 30 days, a X5» wmin - a full
month.

came at all

RD'I'P’? BT AR WA OV ROR MRWD PRWVD PR I'ND

Y NRD PRIV TNYRI Vi 4
The torches were used only at the end of a o0 wTIN, when wxY NINIY insqwn Iss
wTIn was proclaimed on the 30th day, and they were lit on the
evening after the 30th day, which is now already the 1st day of “pﬂps 11 AN wIRA 517 85&
the new month. Y R\ YRR NRNY
At the end of a R5» wmin, when wTin WK1 was proclaimed on the
‘ 31st day, the torches were not used. People would understand
that if w70 WX was not proclaimed the previous day, it must be Torches were NOT used
today. only at the end at the end
of a 7ON WTIN of a RO WN
P@oﬁf@ woild understand
on the evening i o G was nat
after the 30th day, procluimed
the 1st day the previous day;
of the new month it must be todayy
The Mishna had mentioned that these torches were made of yv
198, cedar wood, and the Gemara here elaborates on the various
types of cedar:
T DTIROTH T AT 27 IR .
e Various types of cedar
DInp
Pw YY
v
Rav Yehuda mentions 4 types of cedar trees, while
DPIR TP WY 2772 IBR RN 2792720 "M Y 94/
Rabbah Bar Rav Huna mentions 10 types of Cedar trees, quoting ” P77
the Pasuk in myw; DN 1” D’tﬂN
TIR 9271 INR SbY - X HZas R DInP - 1IR
e pa ppre o W - 50 PY
10 PV N e P13 ﬁ:ﬂl}: YN
VI3 1271 DOR PR MR
. WIN
VI NORM

The Pasuk mentions 7 species of 118, and Rav Dimi explained,
three more species were added;
PANOR DIMHOR DIOR
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. Rav Yochanan teaches further about cedars
1% 170> 7"apn TRy oYwIYn 00310 0w 70w 2
Quoting the same pasuk in 7w,
OV IR 72701 IR
and 727n is referring to Yerushalayim, as the pasuk says;
AT R

Rav yoo/mnm feaches
oW TN

DHWIYH 001 HOUIY
avAnuinnpiaialyyatin))

o o o S e ";'7'&?

The gemara brings more statements in the name of Rebbe

Y ochanan:

92712 O AT ATOM PRI NN TN 90 AP 27 0K

One who studies Torah but does not teach it to others is P R? W
compared to a sweet smelling ©77, myrtle, in the middle of the

desert, where nobody benefits from its fragrance.

3)9//@',&/ 20 s/ Lo
92TH2 OTAY AT VN PRY DI TOM NN TN D3 I0RT RN
a7 WIM 0D/ DMF

Others say that one who teaches Torah is as precious as a scarce
. ©77 in the wilderness.

Pn € P 3)9//%/ D 9/\//5 5
PPNT IDFMD O?Dﬁ)/\//9

T3P DAY PRW 027 MRS DAY IR AP R

Rav Yochanan teaches further, woe to the nations of the world
who have no remedy as the Pasuk says; //) )’ 7%/
201 RN NWNIN DNN

02 R’IR 51930 nnm Db’vn n’b’xb Dnb ’1N

gltoinhniiavinieinini}

5192 D1aRN NN b
Whatever the goyim took from Yerushalyim, HaShem will njpn Dn 1’Nw

replace with more precious items.

=5 N IR TS e
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However,

PR?2DORD P2 V"I NN

For Rebbe Akiva and his colleagues who were killed at the
hands of the goyim, as well as other Jewish blood that was
spilled by Goyim, there is no replacement. Rather,

TPRIRS OPT PN

The goyim in the future will pay severely for these horrible
crimes.

We proceed with the next Mishnah which describes the process
of receiving the o7y.

Zugt the Mishna:

DOWIPA N AT T30

DRIPI A PN

PoINN 7Y 3 DU

There was a large courtyard in the Y erushalayim which was
called pry’ 03, where all the o7v would convene.

DU OMRPPTAPT D

This is where Beis Din would examine the witnesses.

R125 PO 1w awa ond puw MY Mmool

And lavish feasts would be prepared for the witnesses, to
encourage them to come.

The Mishna continues:

YR 9 DWH PP RD WK

Originally, if o7p arrived on Shabbos, as was permitted for the
purpose of testifying for wnn wiTp, they would not be able to
leave the 93r, as is the Halacha with one who goes outside of the
niw omnn.

However this also discouraged people from coming, Therefore,
1935 AR O5R PSR TPW 11 SROMA 123 PR

Rabban Gamliel instituted that the witnesses are allowed to
move about for the full distance of 2,000 Amos outside of the
city, as all city dwellers that were in Y erushalayim when
Shabbos came in.
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The process of receiving the DTV
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‘ And the same rule holds true for a midwife who comes from
outside the DN, or someone coming to save a life. They are
allowed the full 2,000 nx to walk on Shabbos, since they came
a3, and therefore the o»on did not apply the Rabbinic 77t of
not being able to walk more than 4 amos, for one who goes . .
outside the on on Shabbos. MldWIf e

Someone coming

to save a life
W'r&a%we/ fﬁ&/aﬂ 2,000 _pppt
to walk on Shabbos,

Unce f/b@?x came 20D

The Mishna continues:

DTVN DR PRI TR

What is the exact process for examining the witnesses?
NORIIMR PRI PORI RIV AN 207 ” /e
1720 570 1R POIN) s 9}/))‘/)t/ / PP 9;3
The Beis Din would bring in one of the witnesses and pose
many questions.

® IENT N PPTIZ PMENT NIW A
12w DITAR PN PO

13257 IR PR TR MR PIDING
M IR IR 1A 7305

T IR NORD

T2 7 D

7O PR

21257 DR PRI TR0 TINR

mlap i ks

They would ask him: y

In what position was the moon relative to the sun? o 193’7 alelaly! JD”
Before the sun or behind the sun - N 7ﬁN5 N
In the north or the south - ?nbjjurb ?nnnn

How high was the moon?
In which direction was it leaning?

How wide was it? ]’Nb’ an’ nb:
Feu1 2 b irn t7 S o i n Ln SR n i u b iy ty
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IR PRTIN IV DR PO 17PN

The second witness was then questioned as well

YR ITTY DPININ DPI2T INSDI DR

If their testimony matched, their testimony was approved.
Nevertheless,

D727 WRT IR PORIW TN 53 INW

If there were other o7V who came, they are also questioned
generally.

D> D% PIY RS

WHI MO IR’ ROW 773 ROR

R125> D57 1Y v

Although not necessary, they were questioned so as not to make
them feel bad for coming all this way for naught, lest they not
come next time.

One of the questions asked was if the moon was R 7nn 305
PN INRD.

The Gemara explains that his means

PMN RS IR A7 7395 AN

Was the n»19 - the darkened part of the moon which is not
visible - facing the sun or away from the sun? To which the
Mishna comments;

D199 1R KD 7572309 IHR DR

If he said that the 1>20 was facing the sun he is disqualified, as
such a situation can never be.

1Ny 9"RT

PRIN DLW AWV 1BY TR YW 1 NIT RN

nwR Sw A9 R 7125 YW A0 R AnRT RS 0N

The sun never sees the 7)o of the moon, or that of the rainbow.
135 Sw o

anYT nwonT

If the sun would see the 9 of the moon, the moon would feel
bad, having had its 7on, its defect, seen by others. This can
obviously never be, as the moon gets it light from the sun, and
so the lit up part will always be facing the sun. The Gemara is
explaining here why this is set up this way - so as not to
embarrass the moon.

nwp Sw N9

PN TV I RST

RPTUD R P

Similarly, the rainbow has its arc to the sun and not its concave,
so that those who worship the sun should not say that the sun is
shooting arrows at those who do not worship it.
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